ABOUT US

LAKESIDE

About Us
Welcome to Lakeside. A former Victorian
pumping station, Lakeside is a unique
and contemporary wedding venue set in
beautiful landscaped grounds.
The distinctive red-brick building, with
its iconic tower, has been
sympathetically refurbished to the
highest standards, successfully
combining industrial style with
statement design. Impeccable attention
to detail is everywhere you look, from the
lovingly restored original features to the
bespoke, glass-fronted wine room.
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You can expect the same meticulous
approach when it comes to your
wedding. Our experienced team will
work with you right from the start to
bring your ideas to life and be by your
side throughout your big day to ensure
everything runs smoothly.
With its towering ceilings, exposed
brickwork and countryside views,
Lakeside is a truly special venue – let
us help you make your wedding just
as memorable.
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HISTORY

History
Dating back to 1873, Lakeside was
originally known as Bestwood Pumping
Station and was one of three steampowered pumping stations built to
supply clean water to Nottingham.
It was commissioned by the Nottingham
Water Company and designed by the
renowned water engineer Thomas
Hawksley. Born in Arnold, Hawksley
is credited with designing the highpressure system that allowed water to
successfully flow through taps for the
very first time.
The people of Nottingham were the
first to benefit from his work and
he went on to design water supply
schemes for more than 150 towns and
cities worldwide.
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Bestwood Pumping Station was one of
several works built by Hawksley in the
city and the second pumping station.
It operated until 1964, drawing water
from wells sunk into the gravel beds
below and pumping it for storage at the
nearby Redhill and Papplewick reservoirs
at a rate of more than 16,000 m3 (3.5
million gallons) per day.
Today, the Grade II* listed building
has been given a new lease of life,
showcasing the stunning Victorian
architectural stylet and celebrating its
industrial heritage. The iconic tower has
become the Thomas Hawksley Tower, a
fitting tribute to the man who created
this beautiful place.
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The former high pressure water
system room, now transformed
into a high end dining experience.

Originally the main boiler room,
now where the bride will make
her grand entrance.
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THE VENUE

The Venue
At Lakeside, we want your big day to be just as you imagined it. That’s why
we work really hard to ensure that every aspect is enjoyable and stress-free,
from the initial planning stages to those final moments on the dancefloor.
We’ve thought of everything, from our state-of-the-art sound system and
trusted suppliers to flexible layouts and sparkling cutlery & glassware. And
of course, our experienced team who will be with you every step of the way.
Hire of Lakeside includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Exclusive use of the Grand Hall and Mezzanines
Dedicated wedding and event team
Introductions to trusted suppliers
Complimentary wedding breakfast and wine tasting
in advance for two
Contemporary tables and chairs
Elegant crockery, cutlery and glassware
Crisp white table linen and napkins
Table number holders
Tea lights / candles for each table
Easel for your table plan
Wedding cake table and knife
Late license until 2am
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THE VENUE

The Venue
Facilities:
• The Grand Hall
• Licensed Ceremony Room
• x2 Mezzanines with bar
• Bridal Dressing Room
• Wedding Garden and beautiful grounds around the lake
• Luxury bridal accommodation

150 Capacity

250 Capacity

Ceremony & Dining

Including evening guests

For larger guest numbers, additional options are available

Hire Times: Monday – Sunday from 9:00am – 2:00am
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CEREMONY

Ceremony
Ceremonies take place in the Grand
Hall, which is fully licensed for civil
ceremonies and partnerships. A truly
breathtaking space for your special day,
it lives up to its name with double height
ceilings, huge windows and a dramatic
sweeping staircase which links the Grand
Hall with the mezzanine above.
Formerly the pumping station boiler
room, the hall has been beautifully
refurbished and is packed full of original
features, from the exposed brickwork
archways to the vaulted ceiling. Natural
light floods in, creating the perfect
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romantic setting for you to exchange
your vows, surrounded by those you love.
The flexible layout allows you to make
your wedding as individual as possible.
Ceremonies can take place at either
end of the room and there are a number
of different ways to make that allimportant entrance, including down the
grand staircase.
With its own private entrance, the Grand
Hall is exclusively yours throughout your
special day.

15

RECEPTION

Reception
Wedding Breakfast
The celebrations continue in the
atmospheric Grand Hall and our beautiful
landscaped grounds. Capture those
special memories with photographs by
the lake and nibble delicious canapés
as you mingle with friends and family in
our exclusive wedding garden or in our
stylish mezzanine bar.
Back in the Grand Hall, light streams in
onto crisp white tablecloths and glints
off polished cutlery and glassware. Take
your seat alongside friends and family
and let our attentive team wait on you
hand and foot, topping up glasses and
serving your chosen wedding breakfast.
Watch your guests relax as they laugh
along with the speeches before raising
their glasses with a smile as they toast
to your future.
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Evening Reception
End your big day with an unforgettable
evening reception. Glide across the floor
for your first dance together under a
canopy of twinkling lights, before really
letting your hair down. The Grand Hall is
fully equipped for both live bands and
DJ’s so get that party started!
Upstairs, the mezzanine bar is fully
stocked and provides a quieter corner
for guests to relax and chat away from
the dancefloor, but without feeling
isolated from the celebrations.
With varied food options including
stylish platters and BBQ roasts, and a
late license until 2am, you and your
guests really can eat, drink and dance
the night away.
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FOOD & DRINK

Food & Drink
From the first sip of chilled champagne
to the last tasty morsel on the evening
buffet, we want your wedding day to be
lip-smacklingly good.
We understand that you want your
guests to eat and drink well and whether
it’s moreish canapés before dinner or an
eclectic evening buffet, we use seasonal,
locally-sourced ingredients to ensure
that all our dishes deliver on every level.

wedding breakfast, or let our team advise
you on flavour combinations and wine
pairings. You’ll have the chance to try
your choices at a special menu tasting
for two in advance of your wedding day.
We cater for all tastes and dietary
requirements with plenty of vegan and
vegetarian options, or if there’s nothing
you fancy we can even work with you to
create a bespoke menu for your day.

Simply pick and choose your favourite
dishes from our sample menus for your
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ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation
Originally used by workers at the
pumping station, the charming red-brick
cottage at the far end of the lake has
been transformed into a contemporary
self-catering lodge, with the same style
and attention to detail as the main
Lakeside building.
It’s the perfect, secluded place for
either the bride or groom to spend
time with their wedding party before
the big day. Imagine waking relaxed on
the morning of your wedding, enjoying
breakfast delivered to your door before
spending the morning sipping chilled
champagne while you get ready for the
celebrations ahead.
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As well as two double bedrooms and an
opulent bathroom which is perfect for
pampering, there is also plenty of space
to gather for those final photographs,
including a sunny courtyard garden.
When the time comes, it’s a short stroll
along the lakeside path to start the
ceremony and at the end of the night
re-trace your steps as a married couple.

21

NEXT STEPS

NEXT STEPS

Next Steps

01

Check your preferred wedding date is available with us
Once we have confirmed this, we can provisionally hold
your preferred date for 14 days whilst you contact the
Registrar / Vicar to secure your chosen date.
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Having a civil ceremony with us?
Please contact Nottinghamshire Registration Office to
book your chosen time and date. The registrar charge is
payable to the council.
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The best way to really appreciate the beauty and elegance of
Lakeside is to pay us a visit. Get in touch with our wedding team to
arrange a viewing at a time to suit you and we can show you around
and answer any questions – no matter how small.
If you’ve already decided that we’re the venue for you, then there are
a few steps to take along the way to your perfect day.
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Confirmation of your booking
For us to secure your chosen date at Lakeside we will
require the following;
• A completed booking form
• Confirmation of the ceremony being booked with the
Registrar / Vicar
• Signed Terms & Conditions
• A non-refundable deposit of £1,500 (payable by BACS
or credit/debit card)
Payment Schedule
• At the booking stage: a non-refundable deposit of
£1,500 including VAT
• 6 months before the event: 50% of the total event cost
• 2 months before the event: remaining amount of the
event cost
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First meeting
3 months after booking, our wedding planners will contact
you to arrange a meeting to discuss your requirements for
the day. At this stage we can also discuss menu options and
book a table reservation in our Lakeside Bar & Restaurant
for your complimentary menu and wine tasting for two.
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Second meeting
A second meeting will be booked to discuss further
details, including confirmation of your chosen menu
choices and wines.
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Third meeting
Up to 3 months prior to your wedding, we will invite you
to Lakeside to meet with our wedding team, who will liaise
with you in the final weeks leading up to your big day.
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Final numbers & suppliers
8 weeks before your wedding date, we will require final
numbers along with a completed table plan. Times
can be arranged with our wedding team for when items
can be delivered for your wedding & collections the
following morning.
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A unique and contemporary wedding venue set in the Nottinghamshire Countryside,
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www.thelakeside.co.uk

